Confined Spaces

ories of fatalities involving confined spaces tell the tale. In
January of 2003, a worker was overcome working in a barge hull,
four workers attempted to rescue the worker. Three workers died,
two were injured and a firefighter responding to the accident was
also injured.

In May 2006 a contractor died in the Sullivan Mine in Kimberly BC. The wo

rker
entered a shed that had an oxygen depleted atmosphere. A worker sent to check
on the contractor and two BC Ambulance Paramedics also died.

In November 2002, two winemakers died in a confined space incident while

obtaining a sample from a fermentation tank.

6 out of 10 fatalities involving confined spaces are workers attempting

a rescue.

v Four Characteristics of a Confined Space
* Enclosed or partially enclosed
* Not designed for human occupancy
* Difficult entry or exit for first aid or rescue
* Large enough to enter
* If all of these exist, the space is considered a confined space and hazard
assessment is needed.

s Typical confined spaces in food processing
* Large liquid holding tanks, such as brewing and wine fermentation tanks
* Boiler compartments
* Pits, Sumps and any pump houses associated with them
* Silos, Storage Tanks

v | have confined spaces, what should | do next?
* Determine the location of all Confined Spaces at your workplace
e Conduct a Hazard Assessment on each Confined Space

* Label & Secure each Confined Spaces per Part 9 of the Occupational Safety and

Health Regulation
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